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Acoustic deterrent devices (ADDs) are used by the aquaculture industry
globally to lessen human-wildlife conflicts with seals. ADDs produce
loud, mid- to high-frequency noise into the marine environment to deter
seals from predating on caged finfish. However, the widespread and
long-term use of these devices in coastal environments, such as the
west coast of Scotland, could pose considerable risks for target (seals)
and non-target (e.g., whales, dolphins, and porpoises) species which
also inhabit areas adjacent to aquaculture. This talk highlights new
knowledge with regards to our understanding of the risks posed to
marine mammals, specifically harbour porpoises and harbour seals, at
individual and population-levels from exposure to ADD noise. lllustrating
that the continued and future use of these devices by the aquaculture
industry globally requires careful consideration and greater overall
management.
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